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ARCHAEOLOGISTS
rro Time Team have

covered the remains
o a dazzling Roman
villa in the Cambridge-
hire countryside.
Stars of the Channel 4

how, hosted by Tony Robin-
on, spent their third and

final day digging in fields and
gardens around Litlington
yesterday.

The army of diggers were
searching for a 30·room
palace recorded by anti-
quarians in the 19th century;
and a cemetery, close to the
Roman track known as
Ashwell Street.

But although the experts
believe they have located the
villa and its mosaics, ex-
cavated a bathhouse and
uncovered the cemetery; they
have come to very different
conclusions from those of
their predecessors.

Fascinated villagers being
shown around the site last
n izht ere old the villa.
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LITTLE THINGS: Finds give an
insight into the past. 599088

plotted on Victorian maps.
Crews spent much of their

time digging in gardens in the
Anvil Avenue area.

Intricate tessellated floors
discovered under back gar-
dens and colourful painted
plaster work revealed it was a
very wealthy settlement.

A big haul of Roman coins
was also uncovered.

In the Roman cemetery; now
under a field, osteoarch-
aeologists worked to make
sen e of Victorian exca-
vations. and unearthed dis-
articulated human bones and

.ch dated from the
e

It is believed to be rela ed to
the villa i e.

_IT Robins
it had been a
use - - ree da_

He .d: -:::think it "Willbe
one of e si 0 "Whichwill
demonstrate " the archaeo-
logical proces - i so impor-
tant.

"Aro d 200 years ago,
somebodv aid there was
something under the ground
and everybody believed them.

"But in fact there is some-
thing completely different
here."

The Time Team was first
invited to Litlington 10 years
ago by the May family, who
own Manor Farm, and fmally
came along after a tip-off
from experts.

Mr Robinson said villagers
had been thrilled to find
mosaics under their gardens.

He said: "It's been brilliant
for them. I don't think we've
had anyone who has said 'not
on my land'."

The Litlington show will be
broadcast during the fir
three months of 2010.


